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□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14 and 21-22 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-14 and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C \ 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Farnham et al. (US 4,728,706) or Boettcher et al. (US 4,940,760). Either of these references 
discloses group transfer polymerization process for preparing a "living" polymer, which meets the 
requirements of the instant claims. Thus the reference renders the instant claims obvious. 

4. Claims 23-24 belong to Group II invention which is non-elected, and are therefore 
withdrawn from consideration. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to W. C. Cheng whose telephone number is (703) 308-2351. 
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